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PREFACE, 

This ml i turn tif llw 15h;ij{,w ( ul$itd with the com- 
mentary by Kaj;ui;ika Kuinakan'ha is based on the 
following MatUHrhptM 

t A Iratbmpt oti fiHjkap paper. Contains 1074 
laves wiili ID lines per juffe, vadi line having 
iS tn , 1 ^ kltcr^, iu tilt? l)cv,iuj),'ari script, 
Coirctt, 

*, A M.imu ttpt U-luii^im; iu I'.unU Xiti K;tn'ha 
tiatuti of SiM,n:;u, ll.w j ? w leaves with ^ 
linc'i pt't jm^'i 1 , each line cuiitaiimnj 50 letters, 
/ v,v; i the SaradA script, 
mi ultl Kasluuin jnipur, Mostly 



- A tran^itpt ul l\.t],in;tk,i Lak^hmaua Biahma* 
clurl nl ^jn,tj;;ii, Tp In thu ,\jth Slnka of 
Ihu MXth Atihvaya, CtJiMHtH pf hSS laves, 
u.uh Mtk ul tin- KM! mt an avcnuv t uvcrinf* ly 
liHi-H wl *! K'tlers jer line, Matures f xSJ", 
In the Ucv.nu^ati ncripl, On modern paper, 
Mostly currcel. 



INTRODUCTION. 

In the present issue, bearing the number sixty- 
r our of the Kashmir Series of Texts and Studies, 
ippears the Bhagavadgita with the Commentary called 
Sarvatobhadra of Ramakantha. It is called Sarvato- 
bhadra perhaps because the author has prepared it with 
i view to making it acceptable to both the classes of 
ievotees, who are respectively attached to the path of 
Knowledge and the path of Action, by explaining 
sufficiently well how both of them in combination lead 
to the attainment of the final goal i* e. release from 
the bondage of birth and death. It is, therefore, that 
in explaining each and every verse of the BhugavadglUi 
he keeps in view his standpoint i e. equal importance* 
of both Knowlege and Action. 

In the introductory verses lie refers to the 
existance of many commentaries bi# and small written 
by scholars of clear vision and understanding and to tlir 
difficulty of fully comprehending the text of the Hhaa- 
vadglta. But his attempt, as he says, is at giving 
the mere paraphrase of the text Abhinava in his 
Gitarthasahgrahu confirms this report of Rumakat^im* 

The standpoint, that Abhinava has adopted in 
his explanation of the BhagavadgKft, does not much 
differ from that of Rftmnkai^ha inasmuch as the 
former says that actions, if demo primarily from the 
outlook of the adept in knowledge, lose the force ot 
binding* But this much is clear that lie does not attribute 
equal importance to action. 

Readers of the Sarvatobhadra will imd that it is 
S'aivaistic in colouring throughout. In support of this 
I am to invite their attention to the verse Xo, V1L 14 
of the Bhagavadgltft, Gist of the explanation of thii 
verse as given in the Sarvatobhadra appears in the 
2 



JO INTRODUCTION. 

Commentary on the Spanda couplet (Karika) No. 46, 
where Ramakaiitha quotes and explains the verse in 
question. 

From the above, it is evident that the R&ma- 
kantha of the Sarvatobhadra is identical with the 
Ramakantha of the gloss on the Spanda Karikas. 

In the colophons he is variously named as Rama, 
Rama Kavi, Rajanaka Rama and Ramakautha, He is 
called Ramakantha because he belonged to the Gotra 

of Kantha Dhaumyayana. 



We know, not only from the colophon of the 
Spanda-vivriti but also from the second stanza occur- 
ring at the end of the same, that Ramakantha was 
a disciple of Rajanaka Utpaladeva founder of the 
Pratyabhijfia school. 

Rfimakautha seems to have enjoyed a great 
reputation as a poet of very high order, because he 
refers to himself as KavTndra and as equal to Mukta- 
kaua at the end of the Sarvatobhadra, While doing so 
he says that he was born in the family of Nfiiiiyana who 
was the ocean of learning and who was originally 
the inhabitant of Kanoj. His elder brother was 
Muktakana who adorned the court of Avantivarman of 
Kashmir (655-883 A.D.). Kshemendra quotes in 
the Kavikanthabharana a stanza from a work of 
Chakrapala, Muktakana's brother. Consequently it is 
reasonable to guess that Ramakantha might have had 
two brothers one elder and the other younger, 

Narayaiiakantha mentioned above must have 
been brought over from Kanoj by Lalitaditya in his 
zeal of collecting wise men from different parts of India 
and settling them in his kingdom of Kashmir. Kalhana 
xrfen, to this zeal of the king in his RajatarariginI 
vide I v. 245. Abhinava in furnishing the short sketch of 
his own life and pedigree in the concluding versos of the 
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Tantraloka, supports the statement of Kalhana, while 
discribing how his ancestor named Atrigupta was invited 
from the central India and how he was provided with 
a suitable permanent lodging on the bank of the Jehlem 
by Lalitaditya (See Tantruloka XXXVII. 39 and 52 
verses). 

The Research Department of the Kashmir has 
been able so far to get and bring out two works only of 
Ramakanlfha and these have been described above. 
Besides these Ramakantha seems to have written his 
commentary on the Stavachintamani of Nuntyanakanyia 
of which mention is made by Kshcmarfya in his 
commentary on the Stavachintfmianf. 

This Rftmakan^ha is not tho author of the gloss 
on the Matariga Tantra as tho same is composed by his 
namesake son of Nanlyanakantha. It is clear from 
the following verse appearing at the end of tho hitter's 
Commentary on the Vidyfipudu of Mutaftga Tantra : 
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